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Primary Use/Purpose: This section describes what this instrument was designed to measure.
This study was designed to identify predictors of criminal victimization based on lifestyles and
routine activities theory to make recommendations for policy and improving public safety.

Participants were asked about their victimization experiences for violent and property crime,
whether they reported the crime to the police, their relationship with the offender and other
characteristics of the offense.
The original Chinese language version of this instrument is included and can be found beginning
on page 18.

Background and Development: How and why this instrument was developed.
The study had two primary aims. The first was to test whether a Western multi-level analytic
framework could be applied to China. The second was to determine predictors of burglary in
China. The level one household level variables were measures of target attractiveness and
presence or lack of guardianship. The level two, community variables, were measures of collective
efficacy and public control.

Psychometrics (if applicable): Any testing of this instrument.
This study used measures that had previous been validated in the West.

Link to Instrument: Link to the instrument if available.
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/studies/21740/datadocumentation or see
attached.

Submitted by: Steven F. Messner certified permission to publicly share this instrument.

Lifestyles, Neighborhoods, and Resident Safety
Dear Tianjin Resident:
Greetings. We are conducting a study of the relationship between lifestyles, neighborhood
characteristics, and personal safety among residents of the city of Tianjin. The study is
important for policy-making about public safety and the protection of residents. This
questionnaire is designed to collect data for the study.
We want to assure you once again that your participation in the survey is completely voluntary.
You may decline to participate, and you may choose not to answer any questions that you would
prefer not to answer. We do not anticipate that there would be any significant risks for you to
participate. The answers that you provide will be treated confidentially and will not be used for
any purposes other than those of the research. Once you have completed the questionnaire,
please put it in the accompanying unmarked envelope and seal the envelope.
We recognize that filling out the questionnaire will take some time, and we hope that you will
give us your full corporation in completing the survey. Your opinions and views are extremely
valuable to our study. If you have any questions about the research or your participation, please
contact Director Zhou Lu at the Tianjin Academy of Social Sciences (2369-0983).
We thank you for your willingness to participate in this important survey.
______________
I.

Demographics

We’d like to begin by asking you questions for some background information.
1. Please indicate your sex by circling the appropriate category:
(1) Male
(2) Female
2. What year were you born?
19____
3. Please circle the category below that describes your education:
(1) No formal schooling
(2) Elementary school
(3) Middle school
(4) High school (include Vocational school or Technical-school)
(5) Three-year college
(6) Formal college
(7) Graduate school
(8) Other _____________ (specify)

4. How would you describe your employment situation?
(1) Employed full time
(2) Temporarily Employed
(3) Not employed, looking for work
(4) Retired
(5) Student
(6) Other
5. Please describe your marital status:
(1) Single
(2) Married for the first time
(3) Divorced
(4) Widowed
(5) Remarried
6. Please indicate who owns the home in which you live:
(1) City owned
(2) Work unit
(3) I own the home
(3) Other
7. What is your residential status in Tianjin city?
(1) Temporary residence here
(2) Permanent residence
8. Is your household near (within 1,000 kilometers) to a police station?
(1) Yes
(2) No
9. How long have you lived at your current address? (Less than one year would be counted as
one year)
_____ year(s)
10. How many family members age 18 and above live within your household?
_______
11. How much income on average do all of your family members combined receive in a given
month?
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(1) Below 500 yuan
(2) 500-999 yuan
(3) 1,000-1,999 yuan
(4) 2,000-2,999 yuan
(5) 3,000-3,999 yuan
(6) Over 4,000 yuan
12. How would you describe your physical strength?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Very strong
Strong
Fairly strong
Poor

13. How would you rate your capability for self-defense and alertness?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
II.

Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor

Lifestyle

We would now like to ask you some questions about your general activities and features of your
household.
14. Do you currently attend a school?
(1) Yes
(2) No – skip to Question 18
15. How many times do you go to school each week?
______
16. How long does it you usually take for you to get to your school from your home?
______ minutes
17. Which category below best describes how you travel to school?
(1) Walk
(2) Ride bike
(3) Take public transportation
(4) Drive car/motor cycle
(5) Take taxi
(6) Ride work unit bus
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(7) Ride school bus
18. Do you grocery shop each week?
(1) Yes
(2) No – skip to Question 22
19. How many times do you go grocery shopping each week?
______
20. How long does it take you to travel from your home to the place where you usually grocery
shop?
______ minutes
21. Which category below best describes how you travel to the place where you usually grocery
shop?
(1) Walk
(2) Ride bike
(3) Take public transportation
(4) Drive car/motor cycle
(5) Take taxi
(6) Ride work unit bus
22. Do you go out to a restaurant to eat each month?
(1) Yes
(2) No – skip to Question 28
23. How many times do you go out to a restaurant to eat each month?
_____
24. Do you usually drink alcoholic beverages when you eat out?
(1) Yes
(2) No – skip to Question 26
25. When you drink alcoholic beverages when you eat out, how much do you usually drink?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Very little
Just about feel right
Quite a bit
Drink a lot
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(5) It depends
26. What is the typical day of the week when you choose to go out to eat?
(1) Mainly weekdays
(2) Mainly weekends
(3) Any day is possible
27. About how long do you usually spend away from home when eating out?
_______ minutes
28. How often do you wear expensive jewelry (including a good brand of watches)?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Almost always
Often
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

29. How often do you travel outside the city of Tianjin for leisure?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Almost never
Once a year or less
Several times a year
About every month
Several times a month

Questions 30- 33 are for people who work full time or temporarily. If you do not work full time
or temporarily, please skip to Question 34.
30. Please indicate the time of day that you usually work:
(1) Usually daytime
(2) Usually evening
(3) Usually late night
(4) Shift schedule on a regular basis (e.g., every week)
(5) Work schedule varies
31. How long does it usually take you to travel from home to work?
______ minutes
32. Which category best describes how you usually travel to work?
(1) Walk
(2) Ride bike
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(3) Take public transportation
(4) Drive car/motorcycle
(6) Take taxi
(7) Ride work unit bus
33. How often do you travel outside of the city of Tianjin for work?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Almost never
Once a year or less
Several times a year
About once a month
Several time a month

34. How concerned about safety are you when you leave home?
(1) Not at all concerned
(2) Somewhat concerned
(3) Very concerned
35. Please describe the style of your house:
(1) Single-level home
(2) Dormitory-type housing
(3) Single-family apartment complex
(4) Shared apartment
(5) Other
36. Does your house have an electronic security system?
(1) Yes
(2) No
37. Does your house have an anti-theft door?
(1) Yes
(2) No
38. Do you live in a community that has unified management services?
(1) Yes
(2) No
39. How often is your house left unattended?
(1) Very often
(2) Often
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(3) Sometimes
(4) Rarely
(5) Almost never
40. When everyone is away from your household, how often do you lock the doors?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Almost never
Rarely
Sometimes
Often
Almost always

41. When everyone is away from your household, how often do you ask a neighbor to watch
over your home?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Almost never
Rarely
Sometimes
Often
Almost always

Several kinds of valuable consumer items are listed below. For each type, please indicate how
many of these items are currently in your household. If none, please write in “0”.
42.
43
44.
45.
46.
47.
48
49.

Televisions
VCR/VCD/DVD players
Cameras
Computers
Stereos
Bicycles
Motorcycle
Cars

III.

Neighborhoods

_____ (please indicate the number)
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

50. How many close friends do you have who live in your neighborhood?
____ (please indicate the number)
51. How many close relatives do you have who live in your neighborhood?
_____ (please indicate the number)

52. How many neighbors do you know quite well?
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_____ (please indicate the number)
53. How easy is it for you to pick out people who are in your neighborhood who are outsiders?
(1) Very easy
(2) Somewhat easy
(3) Somewhat difficult
(4) Very difficult
54. How often do you visit any of your neighbors in your home or theirs?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Almost never
Once a year or less
Several times a year
About every month
About every week
Several times a week

55. How often do you watch any of your neighbor’s children?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Almost never
Once a year or less
Several times a year
About every month
About every week
Several times a week

56. How often do you help grocery shop for any of your neighbors?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Almost never
Once a year or less
Several times a year
About every month
About every week
Several times a week

57. How often do you help care for elderly neighbors?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Almost never
Once a year or less
Several times a year
About every month
About every week
Several times a week
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58. How fearful for your safety are you when you are out alone at night in your neighborhood?
(1) Not at all fearful
(2) Somewhat fearful
(3) Very fearful
59. Does your neighborhood have a mediation committee?
(1) Yes
(2) Don’t know – skip to Question 61
(3) No – skip to Question 61
60. How active is your neighborhood mediation committee?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Not very active
Fairly active
Very active
Don’t know

61. Are there temporary rural labor living in your neighborhood?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

None
A few
A fair amount
Many
Don’t know

62. If there is a major problem around here, do neighbors get together to discuss how to deal with
it?
Certainly
(1)

most of the time
(2)

some times
(3)

certainly not
(4)

63. Do you think your neighborhood is a close-knit neighborhood.
Certainly is
(1)

basically is
(2)

perhaps is not
(3)

certainly not
(4)

64. When you or your family has some important matters, is there anyone in this neighborhood
that cares much about it?
Certainly people care
(1)

some people care
(2)
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perhaps no one
(3)

absolutely not
(4)

65. People in this neighborhood trust each other
Certainly
(1)

basically ok
(2)

do not trust much
(3)

certainly not
(4)

66. How often do people meet the police in the neighborhood?
Often
(1)

some times
(2)

rarely
(3)

never
(4)

Please tell me how often the following incidents have occurred in your neighborhood in the past
six months:
67.

Loud arguments between neighbors.
(1) Often

68.

(2) Sometimes

(3) Rarely (4) Never

(2) Sometimes

(3) Rarely (4) Never

Burglaries.
(1) Often

70.

(3) Rarely (4) Never

Group fights among youth.
(1) Often

69.

(2) Sometimes

Disorderly and threatening behaviors by young people.
(1) Often

(2) Sometimes

(3) Rarely (4) Never

IV. Criminal Victimization
We now want to ask you about crimes you or your household may have experienced during the
past five years. Please note that we are only interested in offenses which you and people who
live with you have experienced. It is sometimes difficult to remember such incidents so please
take your time and think carefully about the questions.
Theft of Bicycles
71. Over the past five years have you or other members of your household had any of
their bicycles stolen?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to Question 72)
7101. When did the most recent incident happen?
(1) This past year
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(2) Before this year
(3) Don’t know/can’t remember
7102. For the most recent bicycle theft, where did this happen?
(1) In own home
(2) Someone else’s home
(3) At work
(4) On the street
(5) In a public place
(6) Other
7103. As far as you know, did you or anyone else in your household report this bicycle
theft to the police?
(1) Yes
(2) No
Burglary
72. Over the past five years has anyone come into your home without permission intending to
steal something?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to Question 73)
7201. When did the most recent incident happen?
(1) This past year
(2) Before this year
(3) Don’t know/can’t remember
7202. The last time this happened, was anything actually stolen?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to question 7204)
7203. What do you estimate was the value of the property stolen?
____ yuan
7204. Was there any damage done in the household?
(1) Yes
(2) No
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7205. Did you or anyone else in your household report the incident to the police, as far
as you know?
(1) Yes
(2) No
Swindle
73. Over the past five years has anyone swindled money or other personal property from you?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to Question 74)
7301. When did the most recent incident happen?
(1) This past year
(2) Before this year
(3) Don’t know/can’t remember
7302. For the most recent swindle, where did this happen?
(3) In own home
(4) Someone else’s home
(3) At work
(4) On the street
(5) In a public place
(6) Other
7303. How much money or property was swindled?
____ yuan
7304. Did you report this swindle to the police?
(1) Yes
(2) No
Robbery
74. Over the past 5 years has anyone taken something of value from you by using force or
threatening to use force?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to Question 75)
7401. When did the most recent incident happen?
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(1) This past year
(2) Before this year
(3) Don’t know/can’t remember
7402. In what type of setting did the incident occur?
(5) In own home
(6) Someone else’s home
(3) At work
(4) On the street
(5) In a public place
(6) Other
7403. How many people were involved in committing the offense?
(1) One person
(2) Two people
(3) Three or more people
(4) Don’t know
7404. How would you describe your relationship to the offender, or if more than one
offender, the offender that you are most closely related to?
(1) Did not know the offender
(2) Known by sight only
(3) Friend or acquaintance
(4) Family member
7405. Did any of the offenders have a weapon?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to Question 7408)
(3) Don’t know (skip to Question 7408)
7406. What was the weapon?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Gun
Knife
Blunt instrument
Multiple weapons
Other

7407. Was the weapon actually used?
(1) Yes
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(2) No
7408. Did the offender(s) actually take something from you?
(1) Yes
(2) No
7409. Did you report the incident to the police?
(1) Yes
(2) No
Personal Thefts
75. Over the past 5 years have you personally been a victim of thefts in a public place?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to Question 76)
7501. When did the most recent incident happen?
(1) This past year
(2) Before this year
(3) Don’t know/can’t remember
7502. In what type of setting did the incident occur?
(1) In own home
(2) Someone else’s home
(3) At work
(4) On the street
(5) In a public place
(6) Other
7503. What do you estimate was the value of the property stolen?
____ yuan
7504. The last time this happened, did you report the incident to the police?
(1) Yes
(2) No
Assaults
76. Over the past five years has anyone physically attacked you or threatened to attack you?
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(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to the statements following Question 7608)
7601. When did the most recent incident happen?
(1) This past year
(2) Before this year
(3) Don’t know/can’t remember
7602. In what type of setting did the attack occur?
(1) In own home
(2) Someone else’s home
(3) At work
(4) On the street
(5) In a public place
(6) Other
7603. How many people were involved in committing the offense?
(1) One person
(2) Two people
(3) Three or more people
(4) Don’t know
7604. How would you describe your relationship to the offender, or if more than one
offender, the offender that you are most closely related to?
(1) Did not know the offender
(2) Known by sight only
(3) Friend or acquaintance
(4) Family member
7605. Did any of the offenders have a weapon?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to question 7608)
(3) Don’t know (skip to question 7608)
7606. What was the weapon?
(1) Gun
(3) Knife
(4) Blunt instrument
(5) Multiple weapons
(6) Other
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7607. Was the weapon actually used?
(1) Yes
(2) No
7608. Did you report the incident to the police?
(1) Yes
(2) No
This concludes the questionnaire for men. Thank you very much for your cooperation with this
survey. Your responses are extremely valuable to us. The remaining section is for women only.
Sexual Offenses
The following questions are a bit personal. We appreciate your willingness to complete this
section of the questionnaire. Your answers will provide valuable information for understanding
these kinds of offenses and for developing effective programs for prevention.
77. Over the past five years has anyone sexually assaulted you or offended you sexually?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to end of survey)
7701. When did the most recent incident happen?
(1) This past year
(2) Before this year
(3) Don’t know/can’t remember
7702. In what kind of setting did it occur?
(1) In own home
(2) Someone else’s home
(3) At work
(4) On the street
(5) In a public building
(6) Other
7703. How many people were involved in committing the offense?
(1) One person
(2) Two people
(3) Three or more people
(4) Don’t know
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7704. How would you describe your relationship to the offender, or if more than one
offender, the offender that you are most closely related to?
(1) Did not know offender
(2) Known by sight only
(3) Friend or acquaintance
(4) Family member
7705. Did any of the offenders have a weapon?
(1) Yes
(2) No (skip to Question 7708)
(3) Don’t know (skip to Question 7708)
7706. What was the weapon?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Gun
Knife
Blunt instrument
Multiple weapons
Other

7707. Was the weapon actually used?
(1) Yes
(2) No
7708. Did you report the incident to the police?
(1) Yes
(2) No
We realize that it is difficult for many women to talk about the topic of sexual assault. Your
answers to the above questions are greatly appreciated.
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